
Phonics First  & Wonders
Integration



Before You Start
Anytime this Google Drive 
Folder icon appears on a 

slide you can click it for 
additional resources 

attached to the topic!





Wonders has foundational skills built into the daily routines 
(K-3) for each week. In order to teach these foundational skills 

with fidelity it will be imperative that you continue to 
incorporate some of the most proven, effective practices from 
our Phonics First Orton Gillingham program. Phonics First 
allows for more explanation of the skills being presented each 
week, whereas Wonders does not elaborate on the “teacher 

explanations” as much as you will find in your
Phonics First manual.  



Daily Warm-Up
Prior to each daily Wonders lesson you should be 

incorporating the 3-Part Drill from Phonics First. For 
this drill you should be using the Phonics First letter 

cards (not the cards provided by Wonders). 

Want a smartboard friendly 
version of the 3-part drill? 

click here!

https://www.3partdrill.com/index.php/virtual-3-part-drill-tool


3-Part Drill “How-To”
New to 3-Part Drill? Need a refresher? Watch this 

video to show you what 3-Part Drill should look like. 

Note: In the video 
the little girl is 

using a ziploc bag 
to write her 

letters; use a 
whiteboard in the 

classroom for 
ease!



Surprisingly, approximately 85% of the English language is phonetic. 
However, there are a group of words that are irregular 

(non-phonetic) and require focused instruction to master for reading 
and spelling. Phonics First ® recognizes two kinds of Red Words: those 
that truly are irregular and do not follow expected spellings, and those 
that follow more advanced spelling concepts that the student has not 
yet been taught. These are often very common words that need to be 

learned for reading and spelling long before the rule is taught.

Red Words/
High Frequency Words



Orthographic Mapping



Tap Mat 
(Begins in Kindergarten)



Teach Finger Tapping
(Begins end of K/beginning of 1st Grade)

About This Strategy

https://teaching.betterlesson.com/strategy/1126


Syllabication



“Where do I incorporate 
these practices into my day?”



Small Group Instruction
 Day 1: Teach the phonics rules

(ex: cvc) - map it, code it, dictation

 Day 2: Decodable Reader or Phonics Reader
 Day 3: Leveled Readers

Day 4: Words and Sentence 
Dictation/encoding/syllabication



Schedule a visit! 

Kindergarten 
Holly Stanley

holly.stanley@wmtps.org 1st Grade
Kelly Frasca

kelly.frasca@wmtps.org 
Jess Cohen

jessica.cohen@wmtps.org 

2nd Grade
Shawn Rhinesmith

shawn.rhinesmith@wmtps.org 

mailto:holly.stanley@wmtps.org
mailto:kelly.frasca@wmtps.org
mailto:jessica.cohen@wmtps.org
mailto:shawn.rhinesmith@wmtps.org


Brainspring YouTube Channel



Phonics Refresh Documents

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kISDR5pHZcZ9ynTRm7NtkdTqDeI2CcER?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kISDR5pHZcZ9ynTRm7NtkdTqDeI2CcER?usp=sharing

